Hoover soon 
named Oswald 
as JFK killer 
FBI files show 
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WASHINGTON - Short- 
ly after Lee Harvey Os- 
wald's arrest and just two 
hours after John F. Kenne- 
dy was assassinated, the 
late FBI director, J. 
Edgar Hoover, told then 
Attorney-General Robert 
F. Kennedy that Oswald 
was the assassin. 

Hoover’s memo to his 
files on Nov. 22, 1963 was 
one of the few new pieces 
of information contained 
in a half-ton of documents 
released by the FBI yes- 
terday. 

In the memo, Hoover 
said he had just told Rob- 
ert Kennedy that Oswald 
was “a mean-minded 
individual ... in the cate- 
gory of a nut.” 

The 40,001 pages of re- 
ports, memos and investi- 
gative files made avail- 
able under the Freedom of 
Information Act revelaed 
nothing to alter the War- 
ren Commission’s princi- 
pal finding — that Oswald 
was Kennedy’s lone assas- 
sin. 

REMAINED CAUTIOUS 

Oswald was shot to 
death two days later in the 
basement of a Dallas po- 
lice station bv nightclub 
owner Jack Ruby. 

Hoover, however, re- 
mained cautious on the 
question of whether Os- 
wald had accomplices. 

Nineteen days after Os- 
wald’s death the FBI 


ctor persuaded Presi- 
dent Lvndon B. Johnson to 
keep the justice depart- 
ment from announcing a 
preliminary finding that 
Oswald had acted alone. 
Hoover felt the question 
should be probed further, 
the documents showed. 

In his Dec. 12. 1963, 
memo. Hoover said the 
FBI has several letters 
“written to him ( Oswald) 
from Cuba referring to the 
job he was going to do, his 
good marksmanship and 
stating (that) when it was 
a 1 1 over, he would be 
brought back to Cuba and 
presented to the chief.” 

RAISE DOUBTS 

The files may provide 
material for doubters as 
well as for supporters of 
the Warren Commission’s 
findings. The documents 
contained no evidence of a 
conspiracy, but the 
that the FBI revealed 
unsuccessful efforts to 
verify hundreds of tips 
may raise addit’Vnal 
doubts among those cling- 
i n g to the conspiracy 
theory. 

The files will be kept in 
a special F B I reading 
room for scholars, re- 
searchers and other inter- 
ester persons, and may be 
photo-copied for 10-cents- 
a-pags. Another 40,000 
pages covering the re- 
mainder of the FBI’s 
investigation will be 
released in January. 
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